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I 
INTRODUCTION 
Mary Todd Linc oln i s  perha ps the most undeservedly 
defamed woman in American his tor y .  The t ruth a bout Mary 
Todd Linc oln ha s been hidden und er a myth built up by 
William H. Herndo n and other writers . 
The purpo se of thi s paper is , through re search , to 
pre sent the facts about a. woman of our nation's history , 
Mary Linea ln. 
Peo ple have said Lincoln really loved Ann Rutledge , that 
hi s marriage t o  Mary Todd was a cro ss ,  that she was temper­
mental , that she hurt Abraham Linco ln politically , she 
embarrassed him financiall.y aos well as socially , and inflic ted 
upon him the pa inful ne cessity of adjust!D9nt to her persona lity. 
The sour ces of material for the paper are b ooks , 
magazine s ,  letters , picture s ,  and notes taken in the 
"Linco ln Course" , taught by Doctor Charle s H. Coleman,  
Ins tructor , Ea stern Illino i s  Stat e Colle ge , Charle ston , 
Ill inois. 
1 
II 
THE EARLY TODDS 
The Todds migrated to America from Scotland and Ireland. 
They settled in Pennsylvania and remained for several 
generations. Some of them were men of authority in the 
colony. One of the Pennsylvania Todds, David, sent three of 
his sons, Levi, John, and Robert, to his brother, Reverend 
John Todd of Louisa, Virginia, to be educated. Reverend John 
Todd later obtained from the legislature of Virginia the 
charter for Transylvania Seminary, and later gave it the 
first library ever brought to Kentucky.l 
Colonel John Todd, the oldest son of David Todd, is 
described as "the best educated and 
the early pioneers and surveyors of 
most accomplished of all 
2 Kentucky". .Kt the battle 
of Point Pleasant he was an aide to General Andrew Lewis. 
In 1777 he was one of the first two burgesses sent by Ken tucky 
County to the General Assembly of Virginia. He succeeded 
Gene ral George Rogers Clark in command at Kaskaskia, am 
under appointn:ent from Governor Patrick Henry, becama the 
first civil governor of the Illinois territory. In 1782 
Thomas Jefferson, th en Governor of Virginia, appointed John 
1 
w. A. Evans, Mrs. Abraham Lincoln, p. 35. 
2 ·  Thomas M. Green, Historic Families of Kentucky, p. 211 . 
2 
Todd a colonel of Fayette County Militia wit h Daniel Boone 
secon d in conmand. The three Todd brothers fought the 
Indians in the Ken tucky Militia. 
Battle of the Blue Licks on August 
John was killed 
3 19, 1782. 
in the 
3 
General Robert Todd was also an a·ctive soldie r throughout 
the trouble with the Indians and was severely wounded in the 
defense of McClellan's Station soon after his arrival in 
Kentucky. He represented Kentucky County in the Virginia 
Legislature and was a prominent dele gate to the Danville 
Convention that s.ougb.t separation from the mot her state in 
1785. When Kentucky was admitted to th e Union in 1792, 
General Todd became the first senator from Fayette County in 
the new Legislature at Frankfort, ard for many years he was 
considered one of th e ablest jurists in the commonwealth. 
"No man was more universally beloved by his acquaintances", 
said the Kentucky Gazette, March 28, 1814, announcing the 
death of General Todd.4 
Levi Todd, Mary Lincoln's grandfather, the third son of 
David Todd and his wife, Hanna:h Todd, who was of Welsh 
descent, married Jane Briggs on February 25, 1779 in the fort 
at St. Asaph's in Lincoln County, Kentucky. He founded Todd's 
Station and became the clerk of the first court held in the 
3william H. Townsend, Lincoln and His Wife's Hon:etown, 
p. 42. 
4Ibid., p. 43. 
4 
'Western Country.5 In 1780 he moved to Lexington, purchased 
property at the first sale of town lots, and was appointed 
the first clerk of the Fayette County Court, which office he 
held until his death rrany years later. 
Like his two brothers, he took an active part in the 
military operations of the pioneers. He was a lieutenant 
under General Clark in the expedition against Kaskaskia and 
Vincennes, and participated in several retaliatory excursions 
against the Indians in the Northwest Territory. He was in the 
thickest of the fight at tbe ill-fated Blue Licks battle and 
was one of the few of ficers to surviv e the battle. Later 
Levi Todd succeeded Colonel Daniel Boone in command of the 
Kentucky Militia with the rank of major-genera1.6 
General Todd was deeply interested in every enterprise 
.. -
that went to the devel opmen t  of Lexington and the conmonwealth, 
and for rrany years he was a member of the board of trustees of 
Transylvania University.7 His ele gant country estate, called 
"Ellerslie", situated on the Richmond Pike just beyond 
"Ashland", the home of Henry Clay, was one of the show-places 
around Lexington, and here he reared a family of eleven 
children. 
5The Court of Quarter Sessions, Spring of 1777, at 
Harrodsburg. Cited in Townsend, p. 43. 
6Green, 212.· cit., p. 212. 
?Townsend, 2..E· cit., p. 44. Todd was present at the 
first recorded meeting of trustees of Translyvania Seminary, 
November 10, 1783. Trustees Book I, p. 1. 
Robert Smith Todd, Mary Linco ln's father, was of the 
second Lexington generation. He was the seventh child of 
Levi and Hannah Todd. 8 He was born February 25, 1791. 
5 
Robert s. Todd was brought up from the time he could read 
and write in the office of the Fayette County Clerk, and 
entered Transylvania: at the early age of fourteen.9 He was 
a member of the Legislature and holder of some other offices. 
He was a banker, a manufacturer, a farrri.er, a merchant, and 
one of the loc al political group, in cl ose cont act with 
Henry Clay. It scarcely must be added tba.t he and his 
family stood high in social circles. 
There are t wo statermnt s about Roberts. Todd which 
sh ould be borne in mind in a. discussion of Mrs. Lincoln's 
inheritanc e; one is tha t he was impetuous, high strung, and 
nervous. 10 So were Mrs. Lincoln and her sons, Robert and 
Tad. Another is that Mrs. Lincoln inherited from her father 
he r love of fine dress, jewelry, and personal adornment. 
By the ti me Robert s. Todd left college he was nearly 
six feet in height, erect and gracefUl in manner, with brow n 
hair and eyes and a ruddy co mplexion. He immedi ately entered 
the office of Thomas Bodley, clerk of Fayette County Court 
8Townsend, 2.l2.· cit., pp. 44-45. 
9certificate of Thon:as Bodley, February 6, 1811. Owned 
by Emilie Todd Helm. Townsend , 2.l2.· cit. , p. 45. 
lOEvans, 2.E· cit., p. 35. 
6 
where, says Mr. Bodley, he "supported a fair and unblemished 
character, remarkable for his industry, integrity a nd c orrect 
11 deportment'!. 
He studied law under the tutel�ge of George M. Bibb, 
Chief Justice of the Kentucky Court of Appeals, United States 
Senator, and Secretary of the Treasure under President Tyler, 
and on September 28, 1811 he was admitted to the bar •12 It 
is possible that �he young lawyer hung out his shingle for a 
brief period in Lexington, but if he did there is no record 
of it . He was more than absorbed in wooing Eliza Parker, 
seventeen-year-old daughter of Major Robert Parker. 
Little is known about Mary Lincoln's maternal grand­
parents, the Parkers. Ma jor Robert Parker, �n officer of 
the Revolution, the first cou sin of Levi Todd, married in 
March, 1789 Elizabeth R. Porter, daughter of General Andrew 
Porter, a. friend of General Geor ge Washington, and veteran 
of the battles of Trenton, Pri nceton, Brandywine and 
Germantown. Immediately a.fter the wedding the young soldier 
and his bride set out on horseback from Pennsylvania_ over 
the mountains to Lexington, Kentucky, wher·e they arrived 
May 3.13 
11certificate of Thomas Bodley, February 6, 1811. 
Owned by Emilie Todd Helm. Townsend, 2..E.· cit., p. 45. 
12certificate of Geor ge M. Bibb, February 1, 1811, 
and law license. Owned by Emilie Todd Helm. Townsend, 
2..E.• cit., p. 45. 
13Townsend, �· cit., p. 45. 
7 
Ma.jor Parker was the first surveyor of Fayette County, 
t�e cl erk of the first board of trustees of Lexington, and, 
according to tradition, he erected the first brick residence 
in town. When on March 4, 1800, Major Parker died at his 
county seat in Fayette County, the "Gazette" described him 
as "an early adventurer to Kentucky--of extensive acquaint­
ance--and universally esteemed11•14 
Under the terms of Major Parker's will, his widow ard 
children were left a comfortable fortune, consisting of town 
lots, farmlands, slaves, and other person al property of 
considerabl e extent and value. The whole estate was devised 
to Mrs. Parker during her life, with one injunction: "It is 
my sincere will and desire, " wrote the testator a few hours 
before his death, "that all my chil dren be carefully brought 
15 
up and well educated". 
In 1811 the Widow Parker lived in a statel y house on 
West Shore Street, and her boys and girls attended the best 
schools in Kentuck y. Eliza was a sprightly, attractive girl , 
with a. pl acid, sunny disposition, in sharp contrast to her 
impetuous, high-strung, sensitive cousin, Robert s .  Todd. 
On November 26, 1812, at the home of Widow Parker, Eliza was 
married to Private Robert s .  Todd of the Fifth Regiment 
14Ibid. 
15will of Robert Parker, March 4, 1800. Will Book A, 
p·. 216, Fayette County Clerk's office. Ibid., �40.- -
8 
Kentucky Volunteers. The date of the mrria:ge of Robert s . . 
Todd and Eliza Parker has been hitherto unknown, due to the 
co"nfusion of early marriage records in the Fayette County 
.Clerk's office. The original license was discovered only 
after an exhaustive search by Mr. Charles R. Staples and 
William H. Townsend.16 
16rbid. ,  p. 4s. 
III 
MARY TODD 
By the year 1817 Robert s .  Todd was one of the most 
enterprising young businessmen of Lexington, deeply inter-
ested in political and civic affairs. He was also the 
father of a growing family which consisted of two daughters, 
Elizabeth and Frances, and a son named Levi, for his father. 
On December 13, 1818, a third daughter was born and named 
Mary Ann. Two years later a; son, Robert Parker, was born, 
but in the middle of the second summer he died. Nelson, 
the old body servant, hitched up the family barouche and, 
according to a quaint custom of the town, delivered at the 
door of his master's frien ds black-bordered "funeral tickets" 
which read: 
Yourself and family are invited to attend the 
funeral of Robert P• Todd, infant son of R. S. 
Todd, from his residence on Short Street, this 
evening, at five o'clock. Lexington, July 22, 
1822.l 
Mary Ann Todd 1 s mother died from childbirth on July 6, 
1825. Her father was left a widower with six small children . 
His unmarried sis ter, Ann Maria, came to live with them and 
helped to keep the family intact. The faithful slaves, 
1Duff, Collection of Obituaries, Lexington Public 
Library, as cited by Townsend, 2.l2• cit., p. 53. 
9 
10 
brought up in the family, made the task e asier than it would 
have been otherwise. Jane Saunders was the housekeeper; 
Chaney, the cook; Nelson, the body servant and coach, al so 
served the dining room and di d the marketing; while the old 
"Mammy Sally" with the young nurse, Judy, took excellent 
care of the children.2 
We know Mary Todd was born in Lexington, Kentucky, 
December 13, 1818, but there is no direct information about 
Mary's life or personality during the life time of her 
mother. There are bare dates of births and deaths and that 
is a11.3 She came into the kind of home where there was a 
fan-shaped window about the entranc e, the. gleam of silver 
on the sid eboard, and rich furnishings reflected in gold-
framed mirrors. There were dainty clothes, and gentle brown 
hands of a "N�gro Mammy"·  to receive her, and a circle of 
friends to exclaim over the new baby. 4 
Mary was alnnst seven years old when her mot her died. 
Probably the death of her mother had a lasting effect on 
her (Mary's) person ality. She could remember the strangeness 
of a household hushed by the passing of its guardian spirit; 
perha.ps she had gazed at the pale still face in the coffin. 
2rbid., 
3rbid., p. 51. 
. . 
. 
4Ruth Randall, Mary Lincoln, p. 20. 
11 
In later life the sight of a loved dead face al most threw her 
into convulsions.5 In a medical study of Mary Lincoln's 
personality, a valuable book, Dr. w. A .• Evaris writes:. "It is 
a. pretty good guess that Mary Todd as a child was subject to 
temper tantrums". He suggests, with a physician's under­
standing of a nervou s temperament, that she might have 
"night terrors".6 
On Wednesday, November 1, 1826, Robert s .  Todd and 
Betsey Humphrey were married at the home of the bri de in 
7 
Frankfor t, Kentucky. The young step�mother immediately 
assumed the du ties of the hous ehold with poise, tact, 
patience, and a deep interest in the welfare, education, 
and training of her step-children . Mrs. Todd soon discovered 
Mary Ann Todd to be a sprightly, warm-hearted, sympathetic 
and generous, headstrong and precocious tom.,-boy, passionatel y 
fond of birds, fl owers, pretty dresses and other dainty 
things that delight the feminine heart.8 
Mary Todd, infl uenced by her gra ndmother Parker, took a 
resentful attitude toward her stepmother. Mrs 
• .  Parker and 
the rest of her maternal relatives resen ted Betsey Humphrey 
5Ibid. , p. 21. 
6:Evans, 2.l?.· cit., p. 71 . 
?"Kentucky Gazette", November 10, 1826, as cited by 
Townsend, 2.l?.· cit., P· 56. 
8Townsend , 2.l?.· cit., p. 56. 
Todd. Mary would combat any attempt of her step-mother to 
discipline her or teach her self-control. Mary grew up 
without learning the essential lesson of self-restraint, 
and this had far-reaching results. Mary called her child-
hood "desolate". " • . •  My early home", she wrote, ' Was 
truly at a boardi ng school."9 
When Mary was about eight years old, she entered the 
l2 
Academy of Dr. John Ward, a. scholarly, benevolent, b ut strict 
Episcopal minister, who, ahead of his time, believed in c o­
education and co nducted a school for over a hundred boys and 
girls from the best families in Lexington. Dr. Ward believed 
in recitations a.t dawn. There was a c urrent idea that the 
brain worked better when the body was undernourished, that 
early rising and study were most desirable. So Mary had to 
get up by candlelight and trudge several blocks to school, 
sometimes in winter sleet and snow. This was cheerfully 
done, for neither then nor later was she one to complain or 
magnify physical discomfort.
10 
Mary Todd finishe d the preparatory course at Dr. Ward's 
when about fourteen, then entered the select boarding school 
of Madame Leclere Mentelle on the Richmond Pike . Here, 
accordi ng to the announcement in the Lexington Intelligencer 
in 1838, young ladies could receive a "truly useful and 
9Randall, 2.£· cit., p. 22, quotes Katherine Helm, 
Mary, Wife of LIIlcoin;" pp. 290-291. 
lOibid., p. 24. 
13 
'solid' English Education in all its branches. French 
taugb.t, if desired. Boarding, Washing, and Tuition $120.00 
per year, paid quarterly in advancen.11 It was a finishing 
school where they taught, along wit h other social graces, 
letter writing and conversation. In these Mary learned full 
well, for she became an artist at both. 
Mary Todd "desired" French. She made the statement years 
later than the scholars at Madame Mentelle's were not allowed 
to speak anything else; she learned to speak and write French 
and retained that knowledge in her later life. It was to 
serve her well in the White House when she had distinguished 
foreign guests and in later life when living in France. 
The year Mary Todd entered the Mentelle School, 1832, 
was an important one for her. On February 18 her oldest 
sister, Elizabeth, was married to a junior at Transylvania 
University. Her husband had come of a distinguished family. 
He was Ninian Wirt Edwards; his father, Ninian Edwards, had 
been territorial governor of Illinois, United States senator, 
and later state governor. In 1833 the couple IOClVed t o  Spring­
field to live, thus forming a stepping stone on that path 
that was to lead Mary to the meeting with Abraham Lincoln. 
Mary visited the Edwards in Springfield during the 
summer of 1837, though she probably did not meet Lincoln 
11william H. Townsend, Lincoln and His Wife's Hometown,  
p. 63. 
- -
14 
at that time. She went back to Kentucky and took sort of a. 
post-graduate course• Katherine Helm, Mary Lincoln's niece, 
states in her book, Mary, Wife of Lincoln: 
Mary, on her first visit to Springfield, found 
herself by no means a stranger in the midst of a 
delightful society of culture. • • • Mary, full of 
life and anirmtion, was a great toast among her 
kinsfolk who met her with open arms and vied with 
each other in entertaining her. She, fresh, 
young and enthusiastic, was an ardent Whig, and 
could give them all the latest gossip of all the 
politicians in Kentucky. She said that her step­
mother agreed with her, that all the Humphries 
believed, like Henry Clay, in the gradual 
emancipation of the slaves, and the preser-
vation of the Union by compromises or 
extension.12 
12Katherine Helm, Mary, Wife of Lincoln, p. 59. 
IV 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 1809-1837 
Abraham Lincoln, sixteenth president of the United 
States, was born February 12, 1809 in a log cabin in the 
back.woods of Kentucky, about three miles west of a place 
1 
called Hodgenville in wha t is now La Rue County. 
Fifty years later when he had been nominated for the 
presidency he was asked for material f or an account of his 
early life. "Why", he said, "it is a great folly to attempt 
to make anything out of me or my early life. It can all be 
condensed into a single sentence, and that sentence you will 
find in Gray's Elegy: 'The short and s imple annals of the 
poor' • Tha.t 1 s my life, and that 1 s all you or anyone else 
can make of it."· Nevertheless there was onc e extracted from 
him an awkward autobiographical fragment, and his friends 
have collected and recorded concerning his early years 
�uite as much as is common in great men's biographies or 
can as a rule be reproduced with its true associations.
2 
Abraham Lincoln's father, Thorms Lincoln, was born in 
Rockingham County, Virginia on January 6, 1778. Thomas 
1
Benjamin P. Thomas, Abraham Lincoln, p. 4 .  
2 
Lord Charnwood, Abraham Lincoln, p. 2. 
15 
1 6  
Lincoln's father was also named Abraham. He brought his 
family from Virginia in 1782 and settled near Hughes Station, 
in Jefferson County, about twenty miles east of Louisville, 
Kentucky. One morning four years later he (Abraham) was a.t 
work near his cabin with his sons Mordecai, Josiah, and 
Thomas when a shot from the bushes brought him dovm. 
Thomas, aged six, stayed wit h his father's body while 
Mordecai seized a gun and, looking through the window, saw 
an Indian stooping to pick up Thomas. He fired and killed 
the savage. 3 
Soon after the death of his father, Thomas roov ed with 
his widowed mother to Nelson County, Kentucky. In 1803 he 
bought a farm of 238 a·cres located on Mill Creek a.bout 
eight miles north of Elizabeth. On this farm Thomas Lincoln 
probably lived until a few months after his marriage to 
Nancy Hanks on June 12, 1 80 6 .  Little is known about Lincoln's 
mother, Nancy Hanks. Lincoln himself seems to have believed 
tbat his mother was born out of wedlock to Lucy Hanks, who 
later married Henry Sparrow. According to nota.tions in the 
family Bible, his roother was born on February 5 ,  1784 and 
married Thomas Lincoln at the age of twenty-two. Traditi on 
differs as to her height, her build, the color of her eyes 
and hair. Whenever she signed a legal document, she made 
3 Ibid. , p. J. 
her mark. A.cqµaintances agreed that she was intel ligent, 
deeply rel igious, kindly an d affectionate.4 
Soon after their marriage, Thomas and Nancy Hanks 
Linc oln moved to Eliza beth town, where Thoms purchased t wo 
lots and built a log cabin for their home. Their first 
child, Sarah, was born in Elizabethtown on February 10 , 
1807 . In 1808 Thomas purchased a farm on Nolin Creek. 
The soil was poor and covered with a thick mat of tall, 
17 
coarse grass. The only attractive feature of the place was 
a great spring. On a high point above the spring Thomas 
Lincoln built another rude log cabin. Here Abraham Linc oln 
was born. In the spring of 1811 the Lincolns moved from 
his birthplace farm to Knob Creek, the first home that 
Abraham remembered. 
In December, 181 6 ,  the Lincolns moved to Spencer County, 
Indiana. In the late summer of 1818 a dread disease swept 
through southwestern Indiana knovm as the "milk sickness". 
It is now believed to have been caused by cattle eating 
white snakeroot and passing on the poison in their milk. 
Nancy Hanks Lincoln became ill and died on October 5 .
5 
Abraham Lincoln spent mos t  of his boyhoo d  in Indiana . •  
He had gone to school in Kentucky, but the most of his 
education was a.cquired in an Indiana· "blab" school. In his 
4charnwood, �· cit., p. 6.  
5Thornas, �· cit. , p .  1 1 .  
1 8  
fir s t  s c hool Abraham used only the s pell ing bo ok . The whole 
o f  his scho oling was le s s  than t wo year s .  The school hou s e s  
were bare , log buildi ngs , with the cracks unchinked . The 
ben che s were of punche on and had no backs . 
The boo ks that Linco ln read in h i s  boyhoo d had a marked 
influe nce upon his life . There was the Bible , fir st o f  a ll , 
the basis o f  h i s  pure literary style and the fo undati on o f  
h i s  system o f  righteousne s s  expre s sed in law . Othe r bo oks 
were Pilgrim' s Pro gre s s , Ae sop ' s  Fable s ,  Ro binson Crusoe , 
and Hi story of the United State s .  Later he r ead Frank l in ' s  
Autobiography and Weem 1 s  Life o f  Marion . 
At s chool he stood wel l  in hi s studi e s .  He was a good 
reader , an exce llent speller , a goo d penman , and he was able 
to co mpo se wel l . He was a n  attra c t ive young giant who .was 
rude and uncultured , but he had a go od mind , a warm heart , a 
love o f  just i c e  that won for him the last ing re spect of 
tho s e  who knew him . 6 
On February 20 , 1 83 0 , Linco ln ' s  fathe r , Thomas Linco ln , 
and hi s wi fe s old their Indiana farm to Charle s Gri gsby . 
-
The family was again frightene d by an epidem i c  of the 
dreaded milk s i c kne s s . On March 1 ,  1830 the family s e t  out 
for Illino i s . After a journey of mor e than two hundred 
mile s they came to a place on tbe nor th bank of the Sangamon 
6ward Hill Lamon and Paul M .  Angl e , The Linc oln Reader , 
pp . 2 5 - 2 6. 
1 9  
River , a few mile s we st of Decatur in Nl".acon County , Ill ino i s. 
Here they built a cabin whe re t hey r emained unt i l  th e spring 
o f  1 831 whe n  they moved agai n to Cole s County , Illino i s . 
Abraham Lincoln left h i s  parent s in Cole s County and 
e stablished h imself in the vi llage o f  New Salem in Sangamon 
County. Six years later he rroved to Springfie ld , the new 
capital of the state. He remained i n  Springfie ld unti l 
February 11 , 1861 , whe n  he left for Wash ington to become th e 
Pre s id ent of the Unit ed Stat e s . 7 
It wa s in 1 832 wh i le Linco ln wa s livi ng in the log cabin 
village of New Salem tha.t he me t  Ann Rutledge . He was 
boarding at the Rutledge Tavern and wa s daily in a s so ci a t ion 
w ith the Rutl edge family , incl udi ng Ann, the young daugh ter , 
who about this t ime was engaged t o  John McNamar. 8 
The Rutl edge family was a family o f  more refined type 
tban mos t o f  those Linc oln h ad been a ssociated w ith up to 
that time. James Rutledge , the fathe r ,  was fai rly wel l  
educated and i s  thou ght to have had a l ibrary o f  twenty -fiv e 
or th i rty vo lume s , an almos t irr e s i stible attract ion to a 
young man wh o had walked ei@lt mile s to bo rrow a grannnar . 9 
7Pau1 M. Angle , Here I Have L ived. 
8Ben jamin P. Thomas , Linco ln ' s New Sal em, pp . 80-81 , 
a: s  quoted in Randall , £12.· c i t . , p .  25. 
9Jame s Quay Howard , Note s on Linco ln. Stateme nt o f  
Mento r Graham , undated , Lincoln-Papers , Vol . I,?as c ited 
in Randall , £12.· c i t . , p.  26. 
20 
Fri e nd ship with the Rutledge family meant much to one who 
called h imself a "friendl e s s , uneduc ated , pennil e s s  boy11 . lO 
When Ann Rutl edge d ie d  in 1 83 5 ,  Linco ln wa s naturally 
d is tressed . The traditio n  o f  th i s  gri e f  was later unearthed 
after Linco ln ' s  death , and was to be come the start ing po int 
o f  an almo st invinc ible legendary romance . 
William Herndon in a publ ic le cture on Ann Rutledge at 
Springfie ld on November 1 5 ,  1866 , said : 
Abraham Linco ln loved Mis s Ann Rutle dge 
with all h i s  soul , mind , and s t ren gth , that 
she loved him dearly , tha t  Ann wa s honestly 
engaged to two men at th e s ame t i me , that the 
lovely ma iden s i c kene d and die d und er con flic t 
o f  emo tion and dut y ,  that Linco ln ' s  heart was 
buried in her grave , and that h e  went out o f  
h i s  mind a s  the re su lt o f  her death . 11 
Few people , if any , in Springfie ld had heard of Ann 
Rutledge be fore th e le ctur e . Jo shua Spe ed in Kentucky , th e 
one pe rson to whom Lincoln had poured out h i s  intimate 
confiden c e s  in re gard to affair s of the he a rt , said it was 
all news to him. 1 2  
Benjamin P .  Thoma s state s i n  h i s  bo ok , Abraham Linco ln : 
In the fac e  or< affirmat ive reminiscenc e s , 
Linco ln student s can s carcely d e clare w ith 
c erta inty tha t no such roimnc e took plac e . 
But mo s t  o f  them regard it a s  improbable and 
re ject it s suppo sed enduring infl uenc e s  upon 
Linco ln . 1 3  
lOibid. 
llRandall , �· c it . , p .  40 0 .  
12Ibid . Broad side of Herndo n ' s l e cture , "Abraham Linc oln, 
Mi ss Ann Rutledge, New Salem, Pione ering , a nd The Po et . 
Photostat , Illino i s  State Hi sto ri cal Library . 
1 3Thomas ' op . ci t . , p .  51 . 
In April, 1837, the twenty-eight year old Abraham 
Lincoln rode into Springfield on a borrowed horse with all 
his possessions in two saddle bags and the knowledge in his 
mind that he was in debt. He had no money for lodging, 
and Joshua Speed, liking t he young man, offered to share 
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with him the sleeping room above t he Speed store. They shared 
that room for four years. 14 
Mr. Lincoln had been a member of the State Legislature 
at Vandalia. One who saw him there described him as a "raw-
boned, tall, very countrified-looking man, yet who spoke 
with such force and vigo r  that he held t he close attention 
15 
of all. More than any ot her person he was responsible 
for the removal of the state capital from Vandalia to 
Springfield. 
Young Lincoln even then had that magnetism which was to 
draw people to him all his life, a. quality compounded of 
whimsical humor, kindness, interest in people and intellec­
tual power. His appearance show ed that he gave more th ought 
to human problems than to dress, but meditation did not takB 
cash and new clothes did . He was always companionable with 
men. His stories, racy and down-to-earth, were superbly 
16 
told. 
1�andall, 2.E• cit . ,  p. 11. 
15Ka:therine Helm, Mary, Wife of Lincoln, pp. 67-70. 
l6Randall, 2.E.· cit. , p. 12 . 
With Springfield 's well-dressed and educated ladies 
(when he finally met the m) , he was shy and uncertain of 
himself. In fact, there is evidence that he felt keenly 
his lack of family background, social training , and formal 
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educ ation when he was gradually accepted by the bright young 
set who had th ese advantages. Getting acquaint ed was ha rd 
at first . 
Lincoln had a young man's natural interest in girls 
and had two affairs wit h women that pointed toward matrimony, 
one wit h Mary Owens am. the other wit h Mary Todd. 
Lincoln's cour tship of Mary Owens, as related in his 
le tters, tells a great deal abou t the young man and his 
attitudes toward marriage .  Miss OWens in 183 3  had come from 
Kentucky to t he New Salem comnunity t o  visit her sister, 
Mrs. Benne t  Abell. There young Linco ln mat her, fou nd her 
attractive and, as he later wrote, "saw no good objection 
17 to plodding through life hand in hand wit h her". 
Mary Owens was as well educated and cu ltur ed a woman as 
Lincoln had met up to that time. He was intellectu al ly 
lonely and was reaching out for the things of t he mind. He 
admitted he liked her rrental qualiti es better t ba n  her 
physical : "I also tried to convince myself tbat the mind 
was much more to be valued than t he person, and in th is, 
17Photostat, Abraham Lincoln Association. Lincoln to 
Mrs. Ol. H. Browning, Sprin�field, April 1, 1837, as cited 
in Randall, £12.· cit. , p. ii. 
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she was not inferior, as I could discover, to any with whom 
18 I had been acquainted". He was for ced to think of her 
worthy mind for, when Miss Owens returned wit h Mrs. Abell 
to t he latter's home near New Salem, three years had bro ught 
changes very devastating to t he romance. The lady looked 
''weather-beaten". She had lost some teeth and had got fat. 
As Lincoln wrote two years later: II a kind of a. notion 
• . • ran in my head that no thing could have commenced at the 
size of infancy and reached her present bulk in less than 
thirty-ti ve or for t y  years" • 19 In justice to the lady, it 
must be stated tha t she was twenty-eight in 1836 ani less 
than a year older t han Lincoln.20 
Lincoln felt bound to keep his part of the bargain, but 
it could hardly be called an ardent wooing. He wrote Miss 
Owens from Springfield in 1837: 
I am often thinking about wha t we said of 
your co ming to live at Springfield. I am afraid 
that you would not be satisfied. You would have 
to be poor without the means of hiding your 
poverty·. Whatever woman may cast her lot 
wit h  mine should any ever do so, it is my 
.intention to do all in my power t o  make her 
ha.ppy and conten ted ; and trere is no thing I can 
imagine tba t would make me more unhappy than to 
fa il in the effort • . • My opinion is that 
you better not do it.21 
18Phot ostat, Abraham Lincoln Association, Lincoln to 
Mrs. o. H. Browning, Springfield, April 1, 1837, as cited in 
Randall, £.E.· ci t . ,  p. 13. 
19Ibid. 
20Randall, £.E.· cit . ,  p. 13. 
21Photostat, Illinois State Historical Library. Lincoln 
to Mary Owens, Springfield, May 7, 1837, as cited in Randwll, 
op. cit. , p. 14. 
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Three months later he wrote Mary Owens again, August 16, 
1837: 
I want at this p:l.rticu lar time, mor e than 
anything else, to do right wit h you; and if I 
kne w it would be doing ri gb.t , as I rather suspect 
it womld, to let you al one, I would do it • • •  
If you feel your sel f to any degree bound to me , 
I am no.v willing to release you; pro vided you 
wish it ; while on the ot her hand, I am willing 
and even anxi ous to bi nd you faster. • . If it 
suits you best not to ans wer this, farewell. 
A long life and a merry one attend you.22 
Mary did not answer this le tter. 
Man y years la ter the son of Mary Owens Vineyard wrot e 
a description of his rrot her as a young woman which can be 
applied almost word for wor d to Mary Todd. "Miss OWens", 
he wrote, "had a. good educ a ti on, wa:s good looking and 
polishe d in her mann ers, ple asing in the address, and 
attractive in society". Miss Owen s, according to this 
filial description, was 11a:. good conversationalist and 
splendid reader--but very few persons being found to equal 
her in this accomplishment. She was li@:!.t-hearted and 
cheery in her dispositionn.23 
22Paul M. Angle , Tbe Lincoln 
23Randall, �· cit., p. 14. 
in letter to Jesse Weik, March 4, 
Reader, p. 118 . 
StateI!.l3nt of B .  R. Vineyard 
1867. 
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TODD-LINCOLN ROMANCE 
In the fall of 1839 Mary Todd came t o  Springfield to 
make her home wit h her sis ter, Mrs. Ninian Wirt Edwards. 
Her home in Lexington was presided over by a stepmother 
burdened wit h many children. Marriage was about the only 
career open to women in that Vic torian era., and unmarried 
girls were at a premium in Springfield. 
William Herndon describes Mary when she came to live 
with her sis ter as follows::· 
She was a young w oman, twen ty-one years of 
age, of strong passion ate nat ure and quick temper. 
She was of average height, weighing when I first 
saw her about a hundred and t hirty pound s. She 
was rather co mpactly built, had a well-rounded 
face,. rich dark-brown hair, and bluish grey eyes. 
In her bearing she was proud, handsome and 
vivacious. Her education had been in no way 
defective; she was a good conversationalist, 
using with equal fl uency the French and English 
languages. When sh e used a pen th e point was 
sur e to be sharp, and she wrote wit h wit ar:d 
ability . . •  ordinarily she was affable and even 
charming in her ma:ililer; but when she offended or 
antagonized, her agreeable qualities instantly 
disappeared beneath a wave of stinging sat ire or 
sarcastic bitterness, and her entire better nature 
was submerged. l 
The younger set who gathe red at the Edwards mansion 
called the mselves "the Coterie". It was a ·remarkable 
1William H. Herndo n and Jesse Weik, Abraham Lincoln, 
p. 192. 
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select ion of vivid undivided personalities and a number of 
it s names were to be written down in the nation ' s  history. 
The group seethed with interest in politics, literature, 
romance, parties, and the perennial fun of you th. Some of 
the members were good letter writers, am. with the aid of 
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these faded letters they can be made to descri be each other. 
It was rumored about this time that the "Little Giant", 
Stephen A. Douglas--a man of massive head and aggressive 
personality--was cour ting the viv aci ous Miss Todd. No doubt 
thl.t Springfiead gossip coupled the names of t he t wo together. 
years later one of her relativ es remarked to Mary, "I used to 
think Mr. Douglas would be your choice". "No, " was the 
emphatic reply, "I liked him well enough b�t tha t was al l."2 
There is evidence that by the end of 183 9  Lincoln had 
been accepted by Spri ngfie ld society and commenc ed seeing 
Mary Todd in the winter of 1839-1840. Katherine Helm, Mary ' s  
niece and daughter of Emilie Todd Helm, states i n  her book, 
The Story of Mary, Wife of Lincoln, that Mary met Lincoln at 
a cotillion. When present ed to her , according to this 
illustrative story, he said, "Miss Todd, I want to dance with 
you in the worst way". Mary, after the party (no doubt with 
her damaged slippers in mind) , bu bbled wit h laughter to her 
COWlsin, Elizabeth Todd, "and he certainly did ". 3 
2Randall, �· cit., p. 10, quotes Mary Edwards Raymond, 
Some Incident s in the Life of Mrs. Benjamin s .  Edwards. 
Pamphlet in Illiii'ois State Hrstorical Library is privately 
owned. 
3Randall, £.E.· cit., p. 15, quotes New York Tines, May 25, 
1860. 
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Mrs. Ninian Edward s  arD. Mary Todd di ffered i n  the ir 
ideas a s  to wha t con sti tuted a suitable ma rriage . The old er 
sis t er had married a n  aristocrat . An undated s t atement of 
Mrs. Ninian Edward s to Herndo n stat e s : :1.1Mary said , 11 would 
rathe r marry a good man- -a man o f  mind--with a. hope a nd 
bri gh t  pro spe c t s  ahead for po s iti on , fame a nd power than to 
marry all the. hous e s , and go ld • • • in the world " . 4 Mary 
wa s determined to marry the man she loved even thou gh he 
came from hards c rabble beginnings and was ,  as one o f  he r 
s isters put it , "the pla ine st loo king man in Spri ngfield11. 5 
Mary ' s  att itude toward he r marriage which was entirely 
free from snobbi shne s s , has been entirely ove rlooked. 
Chie fly emphas i zed have been her remarks that she int ended 
to marry a future nre sident. 
During the surmner and f al l  o f  1 840 i t  was apparent to 
thei r intimate friend s tbat Abraham Linco ln and Mary Todd 
were t aking mor e  than c a sual plea sure in each other ' s  
company. Rumors of a pro spective wedding went the ro und s. 
And then on New Year ' s  Day , 1841 , something happened between 
them.  They ceased to see each othe r. To her friends Mary 
Todd seemed a s  gay and fl irtatious a s  ever , but Linco ln was 
crushed . For a. week or two he was to o ill to attend the 
4Randa ll , �· c it . , p. 18. First statement o f  Mrs. Ninian 
Edwards to Herndo n ,  Herndo n and We ik manuscript , undat ed. 
5Randa ll , �· c it. , quot e s  Towns end , p. 1 9 .  
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Legi slature regula rly an d when h e  di d reco ver h e  w a s  de je cted , 
moro se , and incl ined to shun his former f riend s. The go s s i p  
was tha t Mary had jilted him. 6 
The months wore on. Mary Todd suc ceeded in covering a. 
wound with fla shing but sup erficia l gai ety , while Lincoln 
struggle d wit h the torment ing dou b t s  whi ch had d riven him 
to break the engagement on "that fatal fir st of January , 
1 841" .
7 
Tha t the engagement of Abraham Linco ln and Mary Todd 
was bro ken on Janua ry 1, 1841 , is accept ed , and whi l e  it 
is not known for a c e rtainty whi ch one of the young peo ple 
wa s re sponsible for the misunderstanding , it is not evi dent 
that the re was any d emons trat ion on th e part of ei ther one 
o f  them that caus ed a ny expre s si on of di sre spect . Two 
factors which und oubtedl y cont ri buted to the temp o rary 
s e parat i on wa s Linco ln ' s  fear tgat Mary might not be happy 
in having to share hi s humble s tat ion , and the influ ence o f  
Mary ' s ari stocratic rela t iv e s  who loo ked with much di s favor 
on the match . 8 
The story o f  Linco ln as a defaulting bridegroom was 
the work of William H. Herndo n ,  who became Linco ln ' s  j unior 
6Pa ul M. Angle , Here I Have Liv ed , pp . 9 5 ..:. 9 7. 
7
Ibid. 
8Louis A .  Warren ,  "One Hundredth Anniversary o f  Lincoln­
Todd Marriage " ,  The Linco ln Lore , No. 707 , October 2 6, 1 942. 
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law partner in 1 844 and h i s  biographer wit h  the public ation 
of Herndo n ' s  Linc o l n ,  for ty-fiv e  years later . 
Albert S .  Edward s ,  son o f  Mr . and Mrs .  Ninian W .  Edward s ,  
years later sa id that the c aus e of t he break in the engagement 
o f  Mary Todd and Abraham Linco ln was the o ppo s i t i on and 
dis a pproval of his pa.ent s .  The y had no thing against Linco ln 
except his poverty a nd la ck of pro spe c t s , but they thought 
he co uld no t s upport Mary in a manner which they felt to be 
e s s e nt ial . "During 1841 and·l 842 " ,  sai d Alb e rt S. Edwards , 
"my mother di d what she could to break up th e mtch " .  After 
the rmrriage he said , . "Norma l socia l relations were re sumed , 
but Mrs .  Linco ln , I think , always wa s a l it t le c o o l  toward 
my root he r  for the cou rse she had taken to di scourage the 
engagement . 9 
Early in Octo ber , 1842 , Lincoln wa s meeting Mary 
s e c retly . A.wedding was bei ng planned at the s e  s ecret 
meet ings . Lincoln was soon to have a wedding ring engraved 
wit h  wor d s  tha t seem to indic ate the couple ' s  id e al o f  the i r  
attachme nt for each othe r . "Lov e is Eterna l "  was inscri b ed 
in the wedding ri ng worn by Mary Linc oln . lo 
At the sto l en me et ings the e ngaged couple ha d  to work out 
deta i l s  of th e i r  weddi ng . O f  cour se they collilld no t have a 
9Randal l ,  Qll. · c it . , p .  47 , quot e s  Steven s ,  A Reporter ' s  
Linco ln ,  pp . 73=80 . �-
10Randall , 212.. ci t .  , p .  69 . 
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festive wedding , much a s  Mary wou ld have l i ked it , for the re 
wa:s no pla c e  to have it . It was a gre ed t ha t  they would go 
qui e tly to Dr. Charle s Dre sser , the Epi sco pal mini ster , and 
h t� . h 11 ave u e  c eremony at his ome. 
Thing s  began to ha ppen on the mo rning o f  November 4 ,  
1842. Linco ln dro pped around to the mini ster ' s  home on 
Eighth Street wh il e the f'.amily was sti l l  at breakfast and 
said to Dr. Dre s ser , "T want to ge t hitched tonight " •12 
Somti m early that morning the young l awye r me t  Ninian 
Edwards on the street and announced to him that he and Mary 
were going to be rrarried at the pa rsona ge that evening. 
Meanwhile Mary had broken the.news in t he Edward s 
mansi on. A storm of pro test followed. Mrs. Edward s ,  
a c cording to her s is ter Franc e s  Todd Wallace ,  "with a n  out -
burst gave Mary a good sco lding , saying to he r vehemently , 
' Do not forget tha t you a re a Todd ' "·l 3  The Edwards e s  were 
c onfronted with the fact tha t Linco ln arrl. Mary had made up 
the i r  mind s to be married and they were powerl e s s  to prevent 
it. 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwards advanc ed the v i ew that s ince Ninian 
was Mary ' s  guardian , the rra:rriage vows mus t  be performed at 
11Helm ,  2.£· ci t . ,  p. 70 . Had the plan be en carried out , 
tbey would have been married in the san:e hous e they lat er 
bought and l ived in for s event e en years. 
1 2 Ibid. , p. 71 . 
1 3Randall , 2.E.· ci t. , p. 71 . 
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the Edward s mansi on with gue s t s . Linc o ln co uld ha.rdly have 
wanted to be marrie d in thi s ari s to cra t i c  home from whi ch he 
had been shut out fo r s o  lon g .  One suspe c t s  t hat the 
deci s ion was Mary ' s ,  she so loved parti e s, a:rrl tha t Lincoln 
gave in fo r he r sake. 
Acc ordi ng to Kathe rin Hel m ,  Mary ' s  cl o s e  relat ives and 
a. few of the mos t intilll9.te friend s were not i fi e d; not mor e 
tha n thirty fri end s were pre sent . 
One of Mary ' s  relatives d e scribed the wedding as the 
story had come down in the family ci rcl e .  The c eremony was 
held in fro nt of the fireplac e .  The wedding supper was plac ed 
on a long table who s e  hand some lined coverchad an appropriate 
t urtle design .  Becaus e o f  the hurried preparations the 
weddi ng cake was s till warm . Ac cording to thi s  a c count the 
nervous little bri de s pilled c offee on the bod ice of her 
. 14 wedd ing dre s s  a fter the ceremony .  
A s  t o  what Mary Lincoln wore a t  he r wedding , w e  are not 
certain . The only safe stateme nt we can make is that s he 
wore a new dre ss of some pleasant material . We know that 
Mary was a most attract ive girl wit h a pretty figure and 
vivid face ani t hat she had a way of dre s si ng herself 
becomingly . 
The t all figu re whi ch stood be sid e he r wa s undoubtedly 
grave , a s  serious-mind ed me n a re whe n t hey take the i r  
14Randal l ,  2.J?.· ci t . ,  p .  72 , quot e s  Mary Edward s Brown , 
"Abraham Lincoln Married 78 Years Ago Today" , Illinoi s State 
Regi s ter , November 4 , 1920 . 
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marriage vows. The sensitive man doubtless saw some tight­
lipped disapproval on the fades of the bride 1 s relatives. 
He could hardly have been at ease. It would have been 
easier to have gone to the minister's, as he and Mary had 
planned to do. 
There are many contradi ctory accounts of the wedding. 
What we know for certain is tba t on the evening of November 
4, 1842, in the presenc e of about th irty people, Abraham 
Lincoln and Mary Todd stood si de by side before the minister, 
Dr. Dresser, joined hands, and took each other, "for better 
for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in heal th, 
to love and to cherish" till death did the m  part .15 
Seven days la-ter the young husband wrote a friend: 
"Nothing new here, except my marriage, which to me is 
matter of profound wond er" .16 
15Randall, £.12.· cit., p. 7� , quotes Helm, p. 95. 
l�andall, ££· cit., p. 74, quotes Lincoln to Samuel D. 
Marshall, Springfie ld, November 11, 1842. Photostat, 
Abraham Lincoln Association. 
VI 
MR. AND MRS .  ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
In 1843 Mr. and Mrs. Abraham Lincoln were living at the 
Globe Tavern. The two-stor y wooden structlU'e made a plain 
setting for the young couple. Mary undoubtedly missed the 
beautiful furnishings and associa tion of the Edwards home. 
The Lincolns boarded and roomed a.t $4.00 per week in 
the Globe Tavern, where thei r first baby came August 1, 1843 
and was named Robert Todd. Soon after, they moved into their 
own home, bought for $1500, a, story-and-a-half frame house a 
few block s  from the center of Springfield . The framework and 
floors were oak; the laths, hand-split hickory; t�e doors, 
the door frames and weather-boarding, black walnut. In the 
back lot were a cis tern, well and pump, a barn th irty by 
fifteen feet, a carriage house eighteen by twen ty feet. 
Three ·blocks east the cornfields began, and farms--mile after 
. 1 nu.le. 
Mrs. Lincoln never called her husband Abraham; he was 
Mr. Linco ln to her except when he was "Father", after the 
children came. No proper wife of th at era was so disrespect-
ful as to call her husband by his first name. There were 
1carl Sandburg, Abraham Lincoln, The Prairie Years and 
the War Years, p. 78. 
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the usual jolts before th e marriage settled firmly upon its 
foundation. Mary was nervous, quick-tempered, and subje ct 
to migraine headaches, and Lincoln considered his own nerves 
defective. There were the ad justmen ts of living closely 
together. Mary's natural cheerfulness was an excellent foil 
for Lincoln's periods of depression. 
Family tradition tells that Mary usually celebrated 
February 12 and recalls her pretty speech to her husband 
on his first birthday after their marriage, a speech that 
ended: "I am so gla d you have a birthday. I feel so 
grateful to your rm th er" • 2 
Springfie ld was dirty ani smelly in the middle of the 
18001s. Outside to ilets were a matter of course and there 
was a corollary to this: the oil lamps, the candle s that 
were used were home ms:de. Gas for illumination was not 
available until the fiftie s. 
The hous e the Lincolns bought had no fly screens; 
windows having no weights were propped upcon sticks. 
Heating for the new home was by wood fires. This me ant 
ch opping the wood, which Lincoln himself did when at home, 
carrying it in, and constantly watching and replenishing. 
Fires mus t be banked at night t o  keep coa ls over until 
morning. 
2Helm, �· ci t. , p. 110. 
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Laborious as cooking was, it had to be don e on an 
extended scale that the present generation with its infinite 
resources of canned arrl frozen food finds it hard to visualize. 3 
Lovable as Lincoln was, he had traits that were 
exasperating to one who had to keep house for him. Living 
in a log cabin during his formative years he was, through no 
fault of his own, ignorant of details of refined living. He 
was unsystematic a.t the of fice, scattering papers in such 
disorder tba t frequently documents were lost. Mary ba d  
enough to do at home without con tinµously picking up after 
him. 
Mary had a different stanlard; she had been brou ght up 
to consider conventions important. It annoyed her that he 
came to th e dining table in his shirt sllieeves. It was all 
right for him to be on the fl oor reading, with the back of 
a turned down chair for a pillow, but when the quaint little 
doorbell on the wall of the dining room tinkled, it was 
proper to let the maid (when they ba.d one) answer it. From 
Harriet Hanks, a. cousin of Linc oln's who had lived at the ir 
home for a year and a. half, comes the story of his going to 
th e front door in his shirt sleeves to admit two lady callers 
(probably very stylish onesr' ushering them into th e parlor 
and telling them in his quaint amiable way tbat he would 
3Randal 1, �. ci t . , p. 87 • 
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"trot the women folk outn,4 
Records of Lincoln's appearance in early life mention 
his careless dress. It fell to Mary to see that he did not 
go around with one pant leg rolled up and the other dcwn, 
as he had in New Salem days. Mary had to make sure that he 
t ook his warm shawl with him on cold days, and his umbrella 
on wet ones. She knew the proper dress f or a rising lawyer 
and a gentleman and she intended tha t her. husband should make 
a good appearanc e. 
Lincoln lov ed his family dearly and helped as best he 
could in the care of th e ch ildren. On Sundays while Mrs. 
Lincoln went to church, the neighbors would see Lincoln 
pulling a little wagon with a baby in it up and down the 
street in front of his hous e. In one hand he would hold an 
open book and, deeply absorbed, read from it as he walked. 
Once the baby fell out and lay squalling upon the ground, 
while the father went on wit h complete unawareness of any­
thing wrong. This was the scene which greeted Mary as she 
returned from her devotions at ch urch, and many women will 
pardon her for shrieking a.t hd..m, 
That Mary had a difficult temperament is quite true. 
From an aged woman who once worked for the Lincolns came an 
understanding account of Mrs. Lincoln's quickly flaring 
4 Angle, The Lincoln Reader, p. 345 ,  
temper. She said that these outbursts lasted only a few 
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minutes and then Mrs. Lincoln was "all sorrow"· and a.n:x:ious 
to make amends.5 Mary's own numerous apologies in her 
letters and accounts from all sides bear this out. "She had 
an ungovernable temper, but after outbursts she was regretful 
and penitent", said Harriet Hanks, who lived in the Lincoln 
home for many months. Mrs. Keckly, the colored dressmaker 
in Washington said the same thing.6 
The years of marriage o f  Mary and Lincoln offer contrast 
as striking as those between bride and groom, who were 
opposite in almost every way. She was short and incl ined to 
corpulence; he was tall and lean. He was slow JIDving, easy 
going; she was precipitate and volatile. He had the humbl est 
of background; hers was aristo cratic. He was a man of simple 
tastes; she liked fine cl othes and jewelry. His peroonali ty 
and mind were the sort that grow continuously; hers remained 
essentially in a set mold. Both had ambitions, but her 
determination was so much more intense than his that it would 
be like a relentless 
might be deposed to 
prod, 
7 lag. 
impelling him onward whenever he 
The upbringing of the children was left la.rgely up to 
"Mother" (Mary) , who was for bearing and over-strict by turns. 
p. 
5Randall, Qll.. 
6Randall, op. 
96. 
Cit• I 
Cit, I 
p. 
p. 
92. 
93, 
?Thomas, Qll.· cit., p. 90. 
quotes Weik, The Real Lincoln, 
-----
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Her whole nature took on a sort of instability as times went 
on. Devoted, ever possessive toward her husband, she was 
eager to make him happy. But small matters upset her and 
brought on fits of temper. Servant s  fou nd her difficult to 
please; she quarreled with tradesmen and neighbors. 8 
Gossips have overstressed these unpleasant aspects of 
their life together; they were not always present by any 
means. For the most part Lincoln and Mary were happy with 
each other. It was unquestionably a factor in shaping 
Lincoln's character. For over the s low fire·s of misery that 
he learned to keep banked under heavy pressure deep within 
him, his innate qualities of patience, tolerance, forbear­
ance, and forgi veness were tempered an d refined. 9 
The Lincoln family settled do mestic rou tine like young 
married people of all gene rations. Their home knew drudgery, 
monotony, illness, disappointment s, small disasters, all the 
elements that go into the daily exasperati on of the average 
hou sehold. It was the home for a man who had been home less, 
who had known loneliness, a home like others down the street. 
Mary would tell Linc oln unimportant news: how their little 
son had an adventure with a. stray kitten, or how the baby 
had tried to say a new word. 
8Ibid. , pp. 90-91. 
9Ibid. 
"There was love in the house on Eighth Street, there 
was fun and playfulness , the re was joy of children. 10 
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On Apri l 5, 1843 , Linco ln went on th e judicial circu it and 
was apparently absent th e rest of that month, coming back in 
May. His absence on the circuit was to be one of the greatest 
hardships of the marriage. He was away nearl y  half of the 
time, approxil!El.tely three months in the spring and three Ittonths 
in the fall. The practice of law in those days was largely 
itinerant; usually two terms of court a year were held in each 
county. Mary came to resent t�ese long absences. 
There was color as well as discomf'ort in traveling on the 
circuit but there was less variety for the wives who stayed at 
home to tend the fires , cook !:):nd nurse a.nd assume f ull 
responsibility without the help of a man around the house. 
It was hard for her for such long periods each year to give 
her husband up to his work. She di d not have her husband ' s  
companionship in attending the usual: Spri ngfield gatherings; 
there were none of the quiet evenings when they cou ld plan 
for th e future and talk of the coming child. 
Whatever may have been the ci rcumstances of planning 
for the baby's arrival , we know that he was born at a second-
rate hotel and that childbirth had no benefit of competent 
medical attentions , by modern standards , in 1843. The child 
10Randall , £1?.· cit. , p .  96 .  
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was nam d  Robert Todd Lincoln, for Mary's father. There was 
Mary's affection for a father who was good to her and her 
pride in the family name of Todd . Katherine Helm tells of 
Mary's f'ather, who came f'rom Lexington, Kentucky to see his 
new grandson: "May God bless and protect my little name­
sake", . he said with feeling.
11 
Those first years were lean ones fi nancial ly for th e 
Lincolns. Being poor and doing without pretty clothes and 
oth er things she loved came hard to the young wife. Lincoln 
had doubtless warned her, as he had Mary Owens, that it 
wou ld be th e doom of the woman who married him. She had been 
trained to feel that social values were extremely important. 
Her awareness . of the difference made by ha ving ample funds 
became a.cute. She was mor e con cerned, as it was soon 
evident, that her husband was not primarily concerned in 
money-making. 
In The Personal Finances of Abraham Lincoln Harry Pratt 
estimates that between 1840 and 1850 Lincoln's annual income 
from the law was pro bably between $1 500 and $2000. This wa.s 
sufficient to provide a comfor table living a. century ago, 
12 but th ose were days of heavy expenses . 
The Globe Tavern had been a poor place for a honeymoon; 
it was less suited to a couple with a baby. Springf'ield 
11Randall, op. cit. ,  p. 83, quotes J .  G. Nicolay, 
Abraham Lincoln, p. W. 
12Randall, 2..E.· cit., p. 8 5. 
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tradition has it that other guests complained of the baby's 
crying. At all events in the fall of 1843 the little family 
moved to a three-room frame cottage a.t 214 South Fourth 
Stre e t . 1 3 
In January, 1844 Lincoln drew up a contract for a deed 
wit h Dr. Charles Dresser, the Episcopal minister who married 
them , to buy his resid enc e, but it was May 2 befor e the 
. co ntract wa.s co mple ted and the Lincolns could mov e .  For the 
house Linco ln paid $1200 plus $300 for a lot on .Adams Street. 
The hous e wa.s located a.t the corner of Eighth and Jackson 
Street, conveniently located, not far from Lincoln's law 
office, and wa.s roomy enough for a family of thre e. The 
story-and-a-.-half dwelli:g.g mea:nt much to Mary Lincoln; the 
Lincolns were establishing a home . 14 
Happiest Stages of Life 
The years 1845 -1846 were happy ones for the Linco lns. 
On the Fotn" th of July, 1845 , Mr. Lincoln announc ed his plans 
to run for Congress. In 1846 Mrs . Lincoln was planning f or 
the arrival of her second child. A second son , Edward Baker 
Lincoln, was born March 10 in the home on Eighth Stre et . He 
was named for Edward D. Baker, who belonged to Lincoln's 
intimate circl e of friends , a handsome and personable man 
13Randall, �· cit., p. 85, quotes John E. Vaughn in 
Illinois State Journal, November 12, 1927. 
14Randall, .££· cit., p. 85. 
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and fellow Whig . In 1846 Mr. Lincoln was elected to Congress 
in November, a n  event toward w hich he had been shaping his 
plans for some years . He was emerging from state politics 
into national, and Mary's ambitio n for him was soaring. 15 
On August 29, 1846, the Lexington Observer and Reporter 
announced that Abraham Lincoln, son-in-law of State Senator 
Robert S. Todd, had been ele cted to Congress fro m Illinois .  
Linc oln had been opposed in his race for Congress by Peter 
Cartright, the man who defeated him in his fir st campaign 
for the Legislature,. a militant, hard-hitting , Methodist 
circuit rider, the sworn enemy of slavery am. whisky, twenty 
years older than the Whig candidate . The canvass had been 
rigo rou s and colorful.  The supporters of Cartright called 
attention to the fact that Lincoln ha d  married into an 
aristocratic family, and that he had stated in a temperance 
speech at Springfield tha t drunkards were often as honest, 
generous and kindly as Christi ans and church members, and 
sometime s more so. 16 
By the middle of Octo ber he had completed plans for his 
journey to Washington. It was arranged tl:at Mrs . Lincoln and 
the two children should accompany him, a m.  tha t  they would 
stop off at Lexington for a leisurely visit with the Todd 
relatives . This wo uld be Mary's f ir st visit back home since 
l5Randall, SE.· cit . ,  pp . 97-102 . 
16Townsend , 2.E· cit. , p .  1 37 , quotes Lexington Observer 
and Reporter, August 29, 1846 . 
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she left in 1839, and although Robert S. Todd had visited 
Springfield, her stepmother and small half-brothers and half-
sisters had never seen her tall, raw-boned husband. So early 
Monday morning, Octo ber 25 , Congressman Lincoln with his wife 
and two small boys, Bob, fou r, and Eddie, a year and a half 
old, climbed into the stage that carried them o verland to 
St. Louis, where they boarded a steamboat for Louisville. 17 
Lexington 
It was a raw, blustery day when the Lincolns arrived 
at their destination. Townsend in Linco ln and His Wife ' s  
Horre town giv es the following description of the arrival : 
P·. 
Lincoln, wearing a close-fitting cap and 
heavy ear mufflers, go t out of the barouche and 
assisted Mary and the children up the broad 
stone steps to the door of the wide hall thrown 
open to receive them. 
"The white family stood near the front door 
with welco ming arms and , in true patriarchial 
style, our colored contingent filled the rear 
of the hall to sba ke hands . with the long -absent 
one and ' make admiration' over the babies. Mary 
came in first with little Eddie, the baby, in 
her arms. To my mind she was lo vely; clear, 
sparkling blue eyes, lovely smooth white skin 
with a faint, wild rose color in her cheeks, and 
glossy light -bro wn hair, which fell in soft 
short curls behind each ear. She was then about 
twenty-nine years of age. 
"Mr. Linco ln followed her into the hall with his 
little son, Robert Todd, in his arms • . .  After 
shaking hands with all the gro wn-ups, he turned and, 
lifting me in his arms , said, • so this is little 
Sister' .  11 18 
17 cit. , 140, quotes Beveridge , Vol. Townsend, �· p. 
398. 
18Townsend, �· cit. , p. 144, quotes Helm , . p. 100 . 
I, 
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For three weeks Kbraham Linc oln en joyed the first real 
vacation of his life; the days were full of visits to Mary's 
many relatives who lived in town and in the country. Grand-
mother Parker, to whom Mary had been deeply devoted since th3 
death of her mother, still lived in the fine brick mansion on 
Shore Street, next door to the house where Mary was born, 
and here the Illinois Congressman and his wife were warmly 
. d 19 receive • 
With muc h leisure on his hands Lincoln now had an 
opportunity to study the insti tution of slavery at close 
range. In the home of relatives am friends he saw contented 
servants, born and reared f or generations in the farii.ilies of 
th eir present masters. It was apparent that the servants of 
the Todd household were privileged characters, while the 
aged widow Parker was utterly dependent on her three old 
servants, Ann, Cyrus, and Pruden ce. Yet Lincoln could see 
enough to know that, even in Lexington, slavery had its darker 
side. Many of the able-bodied white men of the town and 
country were absent with the army in Mexico. Most of the 
slaves on the smaller plantations were now under little or 
no restraint. The pilfering and other lawlessness among the 
Negroes, resulting from these conditions, had produced a 
vague, covert unrest tbat alarmed the timid and disturbed 
19Townsend , op. ci t., p .  145. 
. 20 even the more le vel-headed citizens of the communi ty. 
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November days were drawing to a close. Senator Crittenden 
and other members of the Kentucky delegation were starting t o  
Washington for the opening of Congress. On Thanksgiving Day, 
the Lincolns said go od-bye to Lexington and with th eir two 
little boys boarded the stage for Maysville ,  where the y  wou ld 
21 take a steamboat up the Ohio on th eir journey to Washington. 
Washington 
Congressman Lincoln arrl his family arrived in Washington 
late Thursday evening, December 2, and obtained temporary 
lodging a.t Brown's Hotel. 22 In a few days the y moved over to 
the boarding-hous e of Mrs. Knn G. Spriggs in Carroll Row on 
Ca.pi tol Hill. . Little is known of the months the Lincolns 
spent on Capitol Hill. Living, howeve r ,  in a boarding-house 
wit h t wo small children proved di fficult. By April 1848 
Mrs. Lincoln and the children returned to Lexington. 
On Octo ber . 10, 1$48, Lincoln returned wit h his family 
in Springfie ia. . 23 Sinc e the hous e was rented, according to 
old-timer's recolle ctions , the y stayed temporarily at the 
Globe Tavern . A lady who was boarding there a t  the time 
later recalled that Lincoln left his family at the Globe 
20Townserrl ,  2..£· ci t. , pp. 145-146. 
2lrbid • I P •  1 61 ,  
22rbid. , p. 162, quotes All en c .  Clark , Abraham Lincoln 
in the National Capital, pl 3. 
23Thomas , £J2.· cit. , p. 93. 
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Hotel when he returned to Washington. Tlj.is was a. sensible 
arrangement which relieved Mary of household drudgery and 
the terror of staying in a house alone a.t night. The deeper 
, .  
one gets into th e story of their married life, the more 
apparent it is how Lincoln so ught to protect his wife from 
the strain of overwork. He left for the East the latter part 
of November, 1848, and did not return until March 31, 184�.2
4 
On July 16, 1849, Mary's father, for whom she had named 
her fir st child , died, apparently of the plague , cholera, 
which was then epidemic in Lexington.25 One of the Todd 
sons , George, ob jected to the probate of the will. Lincoln 
was selected to represent the interests of the four heirs in 
Springfield: Mrs. Ninian Edwards , Mrs. William Walla.ce, 
Mrs. Charles M. Scott, and Mary Lincoln. 
In October the Lincoln family left for Lexingto n  where 
th ere was the refreshening of family ties, with sound advice 
about litigation, visitings, and go ssipings. Again Lincoln 
bad the opportunity to look on that sight which was a 
"con tinual torment " to him, sla very. They stayed in 
Lexingto n until early November. 
In January, 1850, Mary's Grandmoth er Parker d ied, Mary's 
mother's mother, whose stately house stood next door to the 
24Randa11, 2.E· cit. , p. 129. 
25Townsend , 2.E· cit., pp. 201-202 . 
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house where Mary was born. The news abou t Grand.mother Parker 
reached the Lincolns when they were tor n with anxiety for 
their young ch ild, Eddie, who had been struck down with 
illness in December, 1849. Mary was a tender and devoted 
nurse, but her nervousness and inability to control her 
emotions were against her. The long illness dragged out for 
fifty -two days; then on the morning of February 1 ,  1850, 
little Eddie died. 
There were heard in the house sounds of Mary's weeping; 
she was never toclea:rn to hold back the tears. The reminis-
cense of a. neighbor tells how she lay prostrated, stunned, 
turning away food, comple tely unable to meet disaster. Her 
haggard husband, himself sunk into the deep melancholia 
which death always produc ed in him, ben t over her pleading, 
. 26 "Eat, Mary, for we must live". 
Mary had grown up a Presbyterian, but when she joined 
her sister's household in Springfield, she attended the 
Episcopal Church, to which Mrs. Edwards belonged. This she 
con tinued to do after her :marriage. Dr. James Smith, pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church a:t Springfield, spoke at 
Eddie's burial, and it was a message that brought some 
measure of comfort to the parent s. In 1852 Mary became a 
member of Dr. Smith's congregation. Mr. Lincoln did not join 
26Rand all, op. cit. , p. 141, quotes Octavia Roberts, 
Lincoln in IllinOTs-;-p:- 67. 
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with her in formal membership, but paid rent on the pew and 
attended chlirch with her . They occupied the pew for about 
ten years.27 
William Wallace Lincoln, Mary ' s  third son, arrived on 
December 21, 1850 . The baby was named for Dr. William 
Wallace, Mary's brother-in-law, husband of her sister Frances. 
Little Willie pro ved to be a beautifully endowed ch ild who 
inherited his father's qualities and personality. It was 
not strange that he was to become his mother's favorite.28 
Coming a.s he did after the loss of Eddie, having this cal m, 
lovable, thoughtful nature, he was soon an ob ject of complete 
adoration to both his parent s. 
On Kpril 4, 1853, th e fourth and last child was born. 
Mary and Lincoln both left clues that lead one to guess they 
had hoped for a girl . Whether they wanted a girl or not, 
what arrived was a son . "Dear little Taddie, named for my 
husband's father, Thomas Lincoln . . .  was nicknamed Taddie 
by his loving Father, " wrote Mary many years later.29 The 
infant ' s  head was larger than usual, so that his father, 
viewing th e top-heavy baby figure called him a little tad-
pole and from th is tiny incident, as so often, arose a 
nickname that lasted a lifetime.3° 
27Randall, £.E.· cit., p. 144· 
28Randall, op . cit., p. 147, quotes Keckley, Behind the 
Scenes, p. 96 . 
29Randall, 2..E.· cit . ,  p. 147, quotes Sandburg and Angle, 
Mary Lincoln (The Document s ) ,  p. 241. 
30Helm, op. cit., p. 115. 
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Friends and Neiglibors 
The Linco lns lived for almost seventeen years in the home 
on Eighth Street in Springfield which is now a national shrine. 
They were a typical American family in a small town in the 
middle 18001s. 
Fro m the reco llections o f  old-timers who lived near them 
one caught intimate glimpses o f  the couple as they appeared 
to neighbors next door to them o r  down the street. 
The raw little to wn of Springfield was not far removed 
fro m frontier circu mstances under which neighborly help was 
a vital thing. Peo ple were more dependent on each other ; 
they shared intimate troubl es and joys in a way and under a 
need which is now los t. About the time that Tad, the fourth 
child was born, a baby arrived also at the Charles Dallman 
home near by. Mrs. Dallman was very ill and unable to nurse 
her child. Formulas were a. thing of the future and babies 
in such cases often died. Mary Lincoln offered her help. 
She nursed the baby at her own breast, a long with her own 
ch ild • .3l 
Both Abraham and Mary Lincoln had a gift for warm, 
enduring friendship. Mrs. Lincoln's deep affection for her 
neighbors appears in the letter she wrote back from the 
White Hous e . To her former neighbo r ,  Mrs. John Sprigg, 
• .31Ruth Randle, "The Linco lns were Good Neighbors", 
The New York Times, February 8, 195 .3 ·  
Mary Lincoln wrote from Washington in 1861 : "You were 
always a good friend and dearly have I loved you; what 
would I give to see you and talk to you". 32 
It was Mrs. Sprigg's little daugh ter, Julia, who once 
packed her tiny ruffled muslin ·nightgown for the advent ure 
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of spending a night away from home with Mrs. Lincoln, whose 
husband was out of to wn. Julia was delighted because she 
had a go od time wit h Mrs. Lincoln . . .  "she was the kind of 
a woman tha t ch ildren liked, and children wou ld be at tracted 
to her11. 33 
Jame s  Gourley, a neighbor of the Linco lns who lived so 
close tha t Mrs. Linco ln cou ld cal l him when she became 
frightene d in the nil#J: t, reports tha t Reverend N. W. Miner, 
who moved to a house across the street in 1853, found Lincoln 
delightfUl and Mrs. Lincoln a devo ted wife, a loving mother, 
a kind neighbor and a sinc ere and devoted friend. 34 When the 
prea.cher' s house overflowed with visitors, the Lincolns would 
hel p out by letting some of the visitors "put up" with them. 
Lincoln would at times lend the Reverend Mr. Miner his horse 
and carriage for church work. 
Neighbors some times took the form of looking after each 
other's children. One of the sons of Jesse Dubois remembered 
32sandburg and Angle, 2..E.· cit . ,  pp. 217-218. 
33Randall, ££.• cit., p. 147, quotes Carlos Goltz, 
Incident s in the Life of Mary Todd Lincoln, p. 52. 
34Randall, �· cit., p. 151, quotes N. w .  Miner, 
Mrs. Abraham Lincoln, manuscript, Illinois State Library. 
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how he and other boys wou ld play at the Lincoln home and the 
rrn therly sympathetic way :Mrs. Lincoln would watch over the m 
and gi ve them cookies. 3 5 
Like Mrs. Lincoln Abraham Lincoln was a good neighbor 
too. Lincoln seems to have assumed some of the duties of a 
Scoutmaster. He lived in a neighborhood well provided with 
boys, each family furnishing at least a couple of the m, and 
th e children all fl ocked to Lincoln who took so much interest 
in them . . . He wou ld som eti mes gat her up the boys of the 
neighborhood, put the m in a carriage, and take them out to 
the Sangamon fo_r a day of fishing. Years later one remembered 
tba t after lunch was eaten, he "told stories and ent ertained 
us wit h his funny stories".36 
Poli tics ani President 
For several years after Lincoln's terms in Congress, he 
quietly devoted himself to the pr acti ce of law. But by 1854 
the political scene was cba nging. The country was being 
divided by the question of slavery wit h focus on slavery in 
the territories. Lincoln, with his inborn love of politics 
and his deep feeling on the problems of the nation , could not 
possibly have refra�ned from . getting int o the game . 
Early in 1855 a new senator was to be chosen by the 
Illinois legislature end getting back into the swing of 
politics, Lincoln ardently hoped he might be elected to 
35 Randall, p. 1 52 ,  quotes Rufus Wilson , Lincoln Among 
His Friend s, quoting Fred Dubois, p. 99 . 
36Randall, £12.· ci t., p .  1 5 6 .  
office . "I have really got it into my head to try to be 
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United States Senator", he wrote his friend, Joseph Gilles-
pie, on December 1, 185 4 .  Tha t fal l he had been making 
speech es and conduc ting vi go ro us campaigns in what he after­
wards described as "agony'" of political maneuvering.37 
On February 8, 185 5, the Legislature assembl ed to ele ct 
the senator. The fir st ballot had Linco ln in the lead with 
for ty-fi ve votes whe re fifty -one were necessary for ele ction. 
Linco ln gave the stor y in a letter he wrote the next day: 
"The agony is over at last . . •  I began wit h  44 votes, 
Shields 41, and 'l'rumbull 5 --yet Trumbull was ele cted ". 3
8 
Politics continued to absorb Linc oln. Parties were 
shifting. The Whig party which Lincoln and Mary had bo th 
lo ved wit h th eir young enth usiasm was crumbling . The new 
Republ ican party, opposing the extension in the territo ries, 
was being fo rme d .  It did not go so far as to advocate using 
na tional authority to abolish slavery in the Southern states. 
Lincoln finally joined the Republican party. 
The country was bei ng to rn apart by the q_uestion of 
slavery. Linc oln in a letter to Jo shua Speed in August of 
37Randall, �· cit., p. 161, q_uotes Lincoln to E .  B .  
Washburn , Springfi eld, February 8, 18 54 · 
38Rand all, op. ci t., p . .  164, q_uotes Journal of the 
House of Representatives, Illinois 19th General Assembly, 
348-361, February 8, 185 5. La:ter voting had changed the 
picture. Linco ln held on until he saw his case was 
hopeless, then threw his support to Trumbull . 
1 8 5 5  stated his po sition : 
You know I di slike sla ve ry ; and you fully 
admit the abstra c t  wro ng o f  it . . .  I al so 
acknowledge our right s and obligati ons , und er 
the c on s ti tuti o n  in regard your slave s .  I 
con fe s s  I hate to see the poor creatures hunted 
d own , and caught , and c arrie d back to their 
stripe s , and unrewarded t o i l s; but I bite my 
l i p  and keep quiet . 
Scene s  of slavery were a "cont inual torment " to him 
and made him "mi serable " .  " I  do oppo se the extension o f  
s lavery . " 39 
On the s ub je c t  of s lavery Linco ln had the sympathy of 
his wif e .  Herndo n said t ba t  Mrs . Linco ln wa s "decidedly 
pro - s lavery in her views" .  He based this far-reaching 
pronounc ement upon a casual remark which she wa s said to 
5 3  
have made to fri end s (wh ich he go t from heresay ) : " If ever 
my husband di e s ,  hi s spiri t will never find me livi ng out ­
sid e t be  limi t s  o f  a slave state 11 . 40 
Herndon ' s conclu sion s  were false . She had grown up 
infl uenc ed by thos e who belie ved in gradual emanci pati on .  
She le ft an unbroken reco rd of sympathy fo r the oppr.e s s e d  
colored race . We a re to find her during t he Pre sidency 
working in th eir behal f ,  bel ieving in eman c i pat ion , and in 
the end being c alled an "abolit ioni st " .  The evi den c e  shows 
throughout that she shared her husband ' s  attitude . 
The summer of 1 8 5 7  was a happy summer for :Mary Todd 
Linco ln . Mr . Linco ln ha.d to make a tri p East in connection 
39Randall , o p .  c i t . , p .  166, quo t e s  Linco ln to Speed , 
Springfie ld , August 24 , 1 85 5 . Photosta t , Abraham Linco ln 
Asso ciation . 
40Ibid . 
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with his legal service for the Illinois Cent ral Railroad and 
to ok his wif e al ong . "We visited Niagara , Canada , New York 
and other point s  of interest " ,  wrote Mary proudly to Emilie. 
�When I saw t he large steamers at the New York landing , 
ready for their European vo yage , • . • how I longed to go 
t o  Europe . "  
The year 1858 was a year of highlights for the Lincolns . 
Over fifteen years were now woven into the fabric of their 
married life.  In April Lincoln gave a lecture to a fUll 
hou se in Bloomingto n on "Discoveries arrl Inventions"' , a 
lecture he wo uld be called upon t o  give elsewhere . .  In May 
people were tal king a bout his clever defense of a nan 
charged with murder , Duff Armstro ng , a son of an o ld friend 
of New Salem days . Introducing an al manac to prove there 
co uld hot have been sufficient light from the moon to see 
the deed as described , Linco ln di scredi ted the testimony of 
the state's star witness .  On June 16 th e state Republican 
convention selected Linco ln as the ir candidate for the 
Unit ed States Senate. 4l He nade a speech that evening using 
a sent ence destined to become famo us: "A House . divided 
42 against itself cannot stand" . 
Lincoln's Democratic opponent as senatorial candidate 
·· wa,,� Mary's old beau , Stephen A .  Douglas , who had beco me a 
41Randal l , �· cit . ,  p. 170 ,  quotes Pa ul M .  Angle, 
Linco ln Day � Day , 1854-1861 , pp . 209-223 , 227 ,  233. 
42Ibid . , p .  107 . 
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nat ional figure . He was a powerful s pe aker arrl. new hei gh t s  
o f  e�c i tement loomed ahead fo r Mary when her husband chal ­
lenged him to a seri e s  of j o int d ebate s .  The debat e s  were 
held in seven Ill ino i s  towns betwe e n  August 21 and October 1 5 . 
The last de bate wa s he ld at Alton on Octo ber 1 5 .  Mary 
heard he r husband that afternoon say thing s  wh ich have come 
down in histo ry . He repeat ed what he had first said in 
June : "A Hous e divided against it s elf cannot stand . I 
believe this Gove rnment cannot endure pe rmanently , ha lf 
Slave and half Free n . 43 
Lincoln lost the con t e st in t he sens e that Dougla s was 
el e cted . But the country through al l the fanfare and thr ough 
following the clear , logic speeche s of a prairi e lawye r ,  had 
become aware the re was an Abraham Linco ln . There were even 
opt imi stic souls who were beginning to think of thi s  man a s  
a po s s ible Pre sident ial po s sibi lity. 44 
Mary had a number of tri ps in 1859 . Tad , the younge st 
child was now s ix years old and she had a reliable ma id ,  so 
she wa s free to go . On July 14 the Lincolns w ith a group of 
fri ends started on a long journey over the line s of the 
Illino i s  Central Railroad , the busine s s  of the men be ing the 
a s se s sment of the road ' s  property . 
February 27 , 1860 , wa s a memorable date f or the Lincolns . 
On that date Linco ln del ivered in New York at the Coope r  
43Randal l ,  � ·  ci t . , p .  174 . 
44Ibid . , p .  109 . 
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Union his notable addre ss which made the East acutely aware 
of thi s Republ ican from Illinoi s .  Hi s plans for his t ri p  
includ ed go ing to Phillip Exeter to see Robert who wa s in 
s chool there . He wa s somewhat di smayed a t  the invitations 
to speak crowded upon him. Alway s mindful to keep Mary in 
cl o se contact with what he was doing a nd fe el ing , he wrote 
he r on March 4 , "I have been unable to e scape t o i l . If I 
had fore seen it , I think I :. would no t have come East at all " . 45 
After the Cooper Union speech Linco ln , who had a.chie ved 
nati onal reco gnition by his d e bat e s  w it h  Douglas ,  wa s no t 
only promi nently men tioned for the Pre s idency ; he was one of 
a small number of leading c ontenders . On May 18 he was 
nominated on the third ballot as t he Republ ican candidate 
fo r Presiden t  of the Unit ed State s .  
Mary wa s one of the first to re ceive the news of he r 
husband ' s  nominat ion . The news rea ched Springfield abo ut 
noon and at once the fir ing o f  a hundred guns commenced . 
Mr . Linco ln waited in the Journal Office for the news . When 
it came , people danc ed and sang , shouted and che ered . He 
said t o  his friends who were re j o i c ing over t he news : "There 
i s  a little woman down at our hou se would like to hear thi s . 
I ' ll go down and tell her11 • 46 
45Randall , 2..E· c it . ,  p .  179 , quo t e s  George Hayen Putnam , 
Abraham Lincoln , p .  49 . 
46Ibid . , quotes New York Tri bune , May 25 , 1860 . 
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Springfie l d  cont inued to c ele brate . The exc iting weeks 
that fo llowed were punctuated with great rallie s ;  the 
Republ ican cannon wa s fired , a s  often a s  i f  a war wa s on .•. 
An unknown photographe r deserve s gratitude fo r a picture of 
the Lincoln home duri ng one o f  the great ce lebrat ions with 
Lincoln standing at the d oor surrounded with fri end s .  
Mary Linco ln was confident her hus band would be ele cted . 
On November 6 ,  ele c t ion day , Mi' •  :: Lincoln spent mos t o f  the 
day in his room a t  the State House . About three in t he 
afternoon he went to t he court hou se to vote , where he c ut 
off the Pre sidential e le ctors from the ballot so a s  not to 
vote for himself ,  and . vo ted for the state off'icers . 47 
Linco ln spent the evening wit h a group of friend s in 
the tel egraph o ffice gett ing r e turns . Mary wa s not there ; 
it was not customary for women to be a part of such a 
' gathering . As soon a s  the news that Linco ln was ele cted 
came through , there was a moment o f  wild confused re j o i c ing . 
Mr .  Linco ln did not join the c ro wd o f  10 , 000 crazy pe ople 
who were shout ing , throwing up their hat s , stomping and 
ki ck ing one another . He s a id t o  Mr . Trumbull , " I  gu e s s  I ' ll 
go down and t el l  Mary about it " .  48 
47Angle ,  Lincoln , 1854-1861 , 3 58 .  Herndon ,  Life of 
Linco ln , 378 .  
48Randa ll , o p .  ci t . , p .  186 , quot e s  Steven ' s  A. Reporter ' s  
Lincoln , quoting Henry Gue st McPike , p .  48 .  
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The Linco lns Leave Springfie ld 
From the time of the ele c t ion both the Linco lns 
suf fered from the ci rcula t i on of sto rie s a nd rumor·s whi ch 
prominen ce a nd  politi c s  alway s bring . With all he r 
tri umphant elation Mary in the later month s of 1860 had her 
dark moment s .  Early in January , 1861 , Mary re c eived from 
South Carolina a painting on canva s showing Lincoln "wit h 
a ro pe around his ne c k ,  his feet chaine d  and his body 
adorned with tar and f eathers 11 . 49 
Mary Linco ln fel t tha t the Pre s ident ' s  wife should have 
the most exqui s ite o f  apparel . She went to New York early 
in January , 1861 , t o  do her shopping and had her fir st 
glori ous . and f oo l i sh spree o f  shopping . New York ' s  be st 
store s fi lled wi th luxurie s opened up a new wo rld for her . 
She had to s ave and scrimp so lon g ;  now it seemed she could 
spend a s  muc h a s  she plea.sad . She los t he r head and bought 
extravagantly . Dr . Evans , who made a va luable study of Mrs.  
Linco ln ' s  impaired per son ality , says : "At thi s po int i s  
re corded he r fir st evidence o f  poor jud gment in money 
matte rs ; the pe culiar di r e c t ion and bent of error were 
la ter to be co me a qua lity of he r insanity11 . 5 0  
O n  January 27 Mr . Linco ln le t i t  be known that he would 
leave Spri ngfield for Washington on Februa ry 11 . In January 
the fUrniture o f  the E ighth Street hou se wa s adverti sed for 
49Randal l ,  �· ci t . , p .  190 , quo t e s  Linco ln on the Eve 
of 1 61 ,  pp . 61 -62 . 
50Evans , Mrs . Abraham Lincoln , p .  1 69 .  
private sale : "Parlor and Chamber Set s , Carpets , Sofas , 
Chairs , Wardrobe s , Bureaus , e t c . 1151 
When the Linco lns moved to th e Chenery Hous e ,  there 
wa s no longer a place wh ich th ey cou ld cal l "home " .  The 
last arrang eme nt s  were che c ked of f one by one . With his 
own hands Pre siden t -ele ct Linco ln roped his own trunks , 
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t oo k  some o f  th e hotel c ard s and wrote on t�e back o f  them : 
"A . Linco ln , Whit e Hous e , Washington , D . c . 11
5 2  
The mo rning o f  February 11 was depre s s ing w ith gray 
ski e s , rain and black mud . But they were al l there at the 
Great Wes t e rn Railroad depot t o  see him off , t he fa ithful 
old ne igh to rs and friend s  of offi c e  ( except Herndo n ) . 5 3  
As he passed through the crowd to the train plat form , hand s 
reached out to tou ch him again for the last time . Over all 
the re hung the thr eat of a civil war . 
Mrs .  Linc oln di d no t accompany her husband on t he tri p 
to Washingto n tha t morning ; she fo llow ed tha t  evening a nd  
overtook him at Indi anapol i s . Linco ln wa s fi fty -two tha.t 
day , so  Mary re joined him on his birthday Februa ry 1 2 , 
1 861 . The Linco lns were on the i r way to Wa shington whe re 
Abraham Lincoln la ter became the s ixte enth pre si dent o f  the 
51Rand all , £E.· cit . ,  p .  198 , quo t e s  We ik , The Real 
Lincoln , p. 314 .  
52Randall , £:!2.· ci t . , p .  198 . 
5 31bid . , quotes We ik , The Rea l Linc o ln , p .  314 . 
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Unit ed Stat e s  and Mary Todd Linco ln the first lady of the 
land . The marrie d life of th e Linco lns wa s four -fi fths 
over and pro babl y the "ha ppiest stage " had come to a n  e nd . 
CONCLUSION 
The story of Mary Todd i s  a s tory of a woman who has 
been misund erstoo d  a ni  cruelly persecut ed . 'While she 
sometime s ms.de he r husband unhappy , and he frequentl y 
vexed her , she wa-s an affectionate wif e and mother , a 
good neighbor , loved her husband with an affe ctionate 
devot ion and never fa iled in her f a ith in his characte r ,  
ability and suc ce s s . H e  loved he r ;  she was the only woman 
to whom he gave a ring , and in that ri ng were the word s , 
"Love i s  Eterna l " . 54 
Of Linc oln ' s  love s tory wi th Ann Rutledge we know very 
little . We have not a letter or script of co ntemporary 
evidenc e  bearing dire ctly on the case ; that wh ich comes to 
us i s  on t he testimony of William Herndon . Large s e c t ions 
o f  t he story of Ann Rutledge have been c reated . 
Mrs .  Linco ln ha s been ca lled the "mo s t  tragic woman 
cha racter in .Ame rican hi stor y ,  the mo st maligned , and 
pillori ed " . As to the qua lity o f  he r ho spital ity , hers 
wa s the genuine fri endline s s  of a mothe rly woman who liked 
peopl e  ani wel co med them hearti ly . 
54Barton , The Women Linc oln Loved , p .  277 . 
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CHRONOLOGY 
Inc ident s affe cting Mrs .  Mary Linc o ln 
1806-1861 
1806 June 12 , Thoma s Lincoln married Nancy Hanks . 
1 807 Feb . 1 0 ,  Sarah Linco ln born . 
1808 Thoma s Lincoln and family moved fro m Elizabeth to 
near Hodgenville , Kentucky . 
1809 Feb . 1 2 ,  Abraham Linc oln bo rn . 
1 812 Nov . 2 6 ,  Robe rt s .  Todd married Eliza Parke r , 
Lexington , Kentuck y .  
1 8 1 5  Fran c e s  Todd (Mrs .  William Wa llace ) born . 
1816 Thoma s Lincoln and f amily , includi ng Abraham , moved 
from Kentucky to Ind iana . 
1 81 7  June 25 , Levi o. Todd bo rn . 
1 81 8  Octo be r 5 ,  . Nancy Hanks Linc oln died . 
De c ember 1 3 , Mary Todd (Mrs .  Abraham Linc oln ) bo rn .  
1 819 Dec ember 2 ,  . Thoma s  Linc oln IIB rried Sarah Bush Johnston . 
1 820 Robert Parker Todd born . 
1 824 Ann Todd (Mrs .  c .  M .  Smit h ) bo rn .  
1825 July 4 , George Rogers Clark Todd born . 
July 5 , Eliza Parker Todd died . 
Lafayette , in America , vi s ited Lexingto n ;. was visited 
by Porters in Pennsylvania and Todds in Lexingto n .  
1 826 August 2 ,  Sarah , Abraham Linco ln ' s  s iste r ,  imrried 
Aaron Gri sby . 
November 1 ,  Robert s .  Todd , Mary ' s  father , married 
Bet sey Humphreys , Frankfor t ,  Kentucky . 
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1827 Robert s .  Todd born ; d ied in infanc y .  
1828 January 2 8 , Sarah Linc o ln Gri sby di e d .  
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Dec ember 1 4 ,  Margaret Todd (Mrs . Charle s  H .  Ke llogg } 
was born . 
1 8 30 March , Abraham Lincoln mov ed from Indiana to Illino i s . 
Samuel B .  Todd bo rn . 
1 831 Lincoln , living in New Salem, cast his fir st vote . 
1 832 February 29 , marriage of Elizabeth Todd to Ninian w .  
Edward s . 
March 9 ,  Lincoln announced h i s  candi dacy for Illinoi s 
Legi slatur e . 
March 20 , David H .  Todd born . 
April to July , Linc oln in Blac k  Hawk War .  
July 10 , Linco ln mustered ou t a.t Whitewate r , Wi scon s in .  
August 7 ,  Linc oln defeat e d  f or legis latur e . 
Linc oln piloted steambo at to Springfie ld . 
Mary Todd ent ered Mentelle ' s .  
1 8 3 3  Mrs .  Ninian W .  Edwards mov ed to Illino i s .  
June 9 ,  Martha Todd (Mrs . CleI!l3 nt White ) bo rn . 
1 8 3 6  France s  Todd (Mrs . William Wal lace ) went to Springfield 
to live . 
November 11 , Emilie Todd (Mrs . B .  H .  Helm} bo rn .  
183 7 March , Lincoln moved to Springfie ld and studie d law . 
Apri l , Lincoln became partner o f  Jud ge John T .  Stewart . 
Abraham broke w it h  Mary Owen . 
Mary Todd vi s ited .Springfie ld for thr ee month s .  
Autumn , Mary Todd in Ward ' s  school again .  
1 839 Fe bruary 1 8 ,  Alexander H .  Todd born . 
Mary Todd fi ni shed at Ward ' s  school and went to 
Springfie ld . 
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Autumn , Mary Todd , living w ith Mrs .  Ninian Edwards in 
Springfield , me t Abraham Linco ln . 
1 840 Abraham Linco ln in Illino i s  Legislature ; defeated fo r 
Whig el ector . 
Apri l 1 ,  Elodie Todd (Mrs . N .  H .  R .  Dawson ) bo rn . 
Abraham Linco ln and Mary Todd engaged to 
marry . 
1 841 January 1 ,  Engageme nt o f  Mary Todd a nd Abraham 
Linco ln broken . 
April 14 , Stuart a nd Linco ln d i s so lved partnershi p .  
Logan and Linc o ln i n  partnership . 
September , Linco ln and Joshua Speed v i s ited Lexingto n 
and Louisville . · 
Octo ber 7 ,  Ka�he rine Bodl ey Todd (Mrs . w .  W .  Herr ) 
bo rn . 
1842 November 4 ,  Abraham Linco ln and Mary Todd ms.rried at 
the Edwards home . The Lincolns l i ved at Giliobe Tavern . 
T� 
1 843 August 1 ,  Robert ¢·  Linc oln born . 
1844 
Vi sit from Robert s .  Todd ( Mary Lincoln ' s  
father ) . 
Linc oln defeated for Congre s s . 
September 20 , Logan and Linc oln partnership d i ssolved ; 
Linco ln and Herndon partne rship begun . 
Lincoln defeated for ele cto r for 
Henry Clay . 
The Lincolns bought the "Lincoln Home " .  
1 845 Abraham Linco ln laying plans for race for Congre s s ; 
practicing law a c ti vel y .  
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1846 March 10 , Edward Baker Linco ln born . 
Lincoln ele cted to Congress . 
1847 Lincoln attended River and Harbor Conven tion , Chicagp ; 
his first con s iderable politi cal co ntact with northern 
Ill ino is . 
October , the Lincolns vi sited Lexing ton enroute to 
Washington . 
1848 Spring , Mrs . Linco ln in Lexi ngton ; Linco ln in Washing­
to n .  
Lincoln attend ed Whig National Conventi on , Philadelphia . 
Lincoln s poke in New Engl and and other places , a 
member of Whi g National Co:amittee . 
1 849 July 1 6 ,  Rob ert S .  Todd die d.  
October,  the Linco lns in Lexington , in conne ction with 
a law suit . 
1850 January , Mrs .  Eli za Parke r ,  grandmo the r o:f Mrs . 
Linco ln , died.  
February 1 ,  Edward Baker Lincoln , di ed . 
Spring ,  the Lincolns in Lexi ngto n .  
December 21 , Will iam Walla ce Lincoln born .  
1851 January 17 , Thoma s Linc oln (Abraham ' s  fathe r )  died . 
Linco ln practi cing law .  
18 52 Henry Clay and Daniel Webster died . 
Pierce elected Pre sident . 
Lincoln , candidate for Whig ele ctor , de feated . 
Lincoln practi ci ng law . 
1853  Apri l 4 ,  Thomas Linc oln ( Tad ) bo rn .  
Lincoln practi ci ng law . 
December ,  Emil ie Todd vi sited in Spr ingfie ld .  
1854 Todd e state settled . 
February 10 , the suit of Oldham, Todd , and Company 
vs . A .• Lincoln di s.mi s sed.  
Whig party dying. 
October 4 ,  Speech on Nebraska que stion . 
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1855  Abraham Linco ln in Cinc innati on McCormi ck Reaper case . 
February ,  Abraham Lincoln candidate for Senate ;  
beaten by Lyman Trumbull . 
Republ ican party organizing .  
1856 February , the Lincolns gave large party . 
May 29 , "Lost Spe�ch" delivered in Bloomington . 
Linco ln jo ined Re publican party . 
Lincoln defeated for nomination for Vice ­
pre s ident . 
Linc oln began to have · faint ho pe s  for being 
a pre sidentia l .po ssibi lity. 
November 23 , Lincoln went to Chicago for thr ee weeks . 
November , Buchanan ele cted ; Fremont defeated . 
1857 Summer , Mrs . Lincoln traveled to Niagara Fall s am. 
New York . 
September 8 ,  Abraham Lincoln in Chicago on Rock Island 
Bridge case . 
September 5-30 , Second story added to Lincoln house . 
B .  H .  Helm vi s ited Springfie ld . 
Linco ln began to take politi c s  more seriously and 
to dre ss better.  
1858  Lincoln candi date for Senate ; beaten by Douglas .  
June 1 6 ,  "Hou se Divided" spe ech . 
Augu st to Octo ber,  Linco ln-Dougla s debate s .  
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1859 Lincoln wrote autobi ographical sketch for Je sse Fel l .  
Fell wrot e the fir st Linco ln biography . 
1860 February 27 , Coo pe r  Union speech . 
May 18 , Lincoln nomina ted for pre sident . 
November 7 ,  Lincoln ele cted president . 
November 21 ,  Linco ln went to Chicago to con sult 
Hannibal Hamlin , I. N .  Arnold and Ebenezer Peck 
about cabinet po s it ion s .  Mrs .  Lincoln accompanied 
him. 
December 20 , South Carolina seceded . 
1861 January 10 , _  Mrs . Lincoln in New York shopping . 
January 24 , Mrs . Linco ln back in Springfie ld . 
February 11 , Linc oln ani his family le ft for 
Washington . 
March 2 ,  Mrs .  Linco ln arrived in Washingto n .  
March 4 ,  Abraham Linco ln inaugurated as  Pre sid ent 
of the United State s . 5 5 
5 5w . A. Evans ,  M . D . , Mrs . Abraham Lincoln . 
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